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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

OPENING SONG     -     Breath of God  

Breathe on me, breath of God 
My spirit yearns for you 
Hide me in your fathering arms 
Fill up my longing soul. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God 
Burn bright eternal fire 
Father, draw me near to your heart 
You are my one desire. 

Chorus: 
Flood over me like a river, my God 
Immerse me in your living stream 
Awaken the song that you placed in my heart 
Spirit, breathe on me 
Spirit, breathe on me. 

 
WELCOME AND ACCLAMATION                       BCP 355 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
GLORIA              

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Together let us pray. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people 
the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his 
marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS   

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH                                                                   Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read 
from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 
up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, 
"Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM                                  Psalm 19 

The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens  
and runs about to the end of it again; * 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my  
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
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A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS                                  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because 
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say 
to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 
On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 
inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 
in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
SEQUENCE SONG     -     I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

1.  I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 
The star of my life is Jesus 

 

2.  I want to see the brightness of God 
I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 
And show me the way to the Father 

CHORUS: 
In Him, there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
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THE GOSPEL                                               Luke 4:14-21 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                              
           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
     and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
SERMON     -     Fr. Ralph 
 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD     -     Just a Closer Walk With Thee 

1.  I am weak, but thou art strong 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

 

REFRAIN: 
Just a closer walk with Thee 
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
Daily walking close to thee, 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

2.  Through this world of toils and snares, 
If I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.   

 

3.  When my feeble life is o’er, 
Time for me will be no more; 
Guide me gently, safely o’er 
To Thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. 
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THE NICENE CREED                                         

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                              Form VI, BCP 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, Héctor, and Brian our Bishops; Ralph our Priest; Nancy 
our Deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers, including the Vestry, staff, and ministry leaders 
of Calvary Church; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially                      ;      
Silence - The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who have died, especially                      , that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence - The People may add their own petitions 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed 
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in 
their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them 
a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY     -     On Eagle’s Wings  

1.  You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in His shadow for life 
Say to the Lord, “My refuge 
My rock in whom I trust!” 

 

REFRAIN: 
And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

2.  The snare of the fowler will never capture you 
And famine will bring you no fear 
Under His wings your refuge; 
His faithfulness, your shield 

3.  You need not fear the terror of the night 
Nor the arrow that flies by day, 
Though thousands fall around you, 
Near you it shall not come  

 

4.  For to His angels he’s given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways; 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

 
 

 

                    
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                    Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP 369  

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 
for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power, of power and might  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory (repeat) 
Hosanna in the highest,  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord (repeat) 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 
the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. Amen. 
 

       And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
COMMUNION INSTRUMENTAL 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. (these words may differ 
from time to time) 

 
CLOSING SONG    -        Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

Lord, I lift your name on high 
Lord, I love to sing your praises 
I’m so glad you’re in my life 
I’m so glad you came to save us 
 
 

You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord, I lift your name on high 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. (these words may differ from time to time) 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by 
Fr. Ralph and Terri Morgan in thanksgiving for Sterling Overshown 

and Calvary’s 8:00 AM Choir who bring musical delight to our worship 
 

   

Please Sign Up To Donate Altar Flowers in 2025  
Enhance Our Worship + Thank God + Remember A Loved One 

Flower offerings for 2025 may be done online at calvaryrichmond.org under giving/altar flowers.  
The cost is $50, to be paid in advance. Please call the church office with questions. 

 

 

Calvary Worship Service Times 
8:00 AM Sunday – Traditional Service 

10:30 AM Sunday – Contemporary Service 
5:00 PM Sunday – Sunday Night Alive Informal Service 

 

 

Calvary Staff 
The Rev. Ralph B. Morgan, Rector 

The Rev. Nancy Wilkes, Deacon 
         John Brun, Parish Administrator   Kathy Haley, Finance Administrator 

                Anne Scarborough, Newcomer Coordinator           Sterling Overshown, Organist/Choir Director 
         William Soller, Communications/Children's Minister           Will Mason, POGS Worship Coordinator 
                   Suzette Hillis, Administrative Assistant    Ross Elkins, SNL Worship Leader 
                                                                                                                                Jose Portillo, Campus Operations 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND NEED TO SPEAK TO SOMEONE, PLEASE CONTACT: 
The Rev. Nancy Wilkes            or            The Rev. Ralph Morgan 

713-818-6323                                                 281-797-5246 
nwilkes@ces-richmond.org                    rmorgan@ces-richmond.org 

 

 

CALVARY STEWARDSHIP CORNER FOR 2024: 
Pledged:  $555,925 

                                                                                     Given:       $539,797 
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